
City of Kenmore Affordable Housing RFP  
FAQs from Applicant Briefing Session – 3/8/22 

 
Q: Given the tight timeline, what is the City willing to do to fast track permitting 
approvals and things of that nature? (Troy Drawz, Imagine Housing) 
 
A: This will be part of the development agreement. There are going to be items that get 
identified that will need to be done, such as an expedited permit review. We will need to 
talk to the developer to see how that will work. 
 
 
Q: We have been seeing resistance from the public on other projects on the east 
side. Has there been a temperature check on the surrounding neighborhood? 
(Elizabeth Murphy, Plymouth Housing) 
 
A: The City owns the property, and the Kenmore City Council has been clear that 
affordable housing is their top priority. We will listen to our community as this work 
proceeds.  The City Council feels affordable housing is the best use of this property. 
The City Council has been thoughtful and clear that they want to see extremely low-
income housing (for those at or below 30% AMI) in this project. 
 
 
Q: There were some examples of ground floor use in the RFP. Is there one type of 
community space the city would prioritize over another? Has there been 
community feedback? (Martin Leung, Bridge Housing) 
 
A: We have strong partnerships with the groups mentioned in the RFP—and they would 
love to talk to you about potential uses for the space—but you’re not limited to those 
options. We want you to be creative and are excited to see your proposals.  
 
 
Q: How are residents going to be chosen for the new development? (Sarah 
Gustafson, Bothell resident) 
 
A: The City and ARCH expect that a covenant will be placed on the project to ensure 
that affordable units serve people earning below a certain income. The goals for these 
income levels are outlined in the RFP. The RFP does not include other restrictions on 
the anticipated resident population. It will be up to the provider and property 
management team to ultimately determine how best to market and lease the units, and 
what other screening criteria might be appropriate based on other funder or investor 
requirements. We understand there is a huge demand for affordable housing and no 
shortage of need.  
 
  



Q: Are there other opportunities that the city has identified for affordable housing 
projects? (Al Nelson) 
 
A: This is Kenmore’s first major foray into affordable housing but not the last. We 
reviewed an extensive list of potential properties and had other properties on our list 
that ranked high and could be future projects. We’re looking forward to learning and 
working together and seeing which projects come next. This development will be setting 
the standard going forward. 
 
 
Q: Are you planning to release the scoring criteria you’ll use to weigh different 
proposals against each other? (Becky Bicknell) 
 
A: The RFP was written intentionally and matches closely with the scoring rubric and 
requirements. The working group will score the proposals right after the April deadline.  
 
 
Q: Could you confirm the project timeline? (Becky Bicknell)  
 
A: There is a desire to start construction in 2023 and end in 2026. This window of 
completion is consistent with our ARPA funding window.  
 
 
Q: What does the development agreement process look like? (Colin Morgan-
Cross, Mercy Housing) 
 
A: The development agreement will run simultaneously with the review of building and 
construction permits. The process will have two public hearings before the Council, and 
they will identify what the needs are during those hearings. The Council will ultimately 
make the decision.  
 
 
Q: Are there particular design and density criteria or goals? (Colin Morgan-Cross, 
Mercy Housing) 
 
A: The density elements are outlined in the RFP. We have downtown design standards 
that should be considered and we’re looking for something that fits in with the 
community and looks modern.  
 
 
Q: Will a topographical survey be provided? (Colin Morgan-Cross, Mercy 
Housing) 
 
A: The site is perfectly flat, but we’re doing a geotechnical analysis. We have some GIS 
portals that we can share.  
 



 
Q: Does the City of Kenmore have a density bonus for religious owned land? 
(Kristin Joyner) 
 
A: There is a density bonus for all areas of the downtown, including religious property.  
 
 
Q: Is the design review constituted through a city staff audit or appealable to any 
legislative body? Is the appeal body a hearing examiner or Council? (Kurt 
Creager) 
 
A: It is all city staff and administratively appealable to the hearing examiner. The 
Council’s decision will be based on the hearing examiner’s decision and the underlying 
permit.   
 
 
Q: Are there funds available for predevelopment? (Elizabeth Murphy, Plymouth 
Housing) 
 
A: No, there are no additional funds available to assist with predevelopment, beyond the 
funds already in process from Enterprise Community Partners for third party reporting 
and due diligence items.  
 
 
Q: When will the geotechnical analysis be available? (Kurt Creager) 
 
A: The new report will be available within the next four weeks. We also have an old 
report that was done in 2013 that we can share.  
 
 
 


