
SIMPLE GUIDE
TO PEST
CONTROL +
PESTICIDE USE
FIRST STEPS IN PEST

MANAGEMENT
1. Identify the pest problem. What kind of pest?

Could there be another underlying issue?
2.  Determine how much pest control is needed.

Remember that pest control is not the same as
pest elimination. Pest elimination is often
extensive, expensive, and hazardous.

3.Choose an effective option. Research chemical
pest controls and find ways to prevent pests
beforehand. It is MUCH easier to prevent pests
than to control them.

4.Evaluate the results. Compare pre-treatment to
post-treatment conditions.



HOW TO READ A PESTICIDE PRODUCT LABEL

First aid:  tells you what
to do if someone is

accidentally poisoned
by the pesticide or if
this product gets into

your eyes, mouth, skin
or if you breathe it in.

All registered pesticides
sold in the US are

required to have an EPA
Registration Number

 Signal words: such
as CAUTION,

WARNING, DANGER.
In this case caution
is the least harmful

to humans.

Active ingredients
are the main

chemicals used in
the product.



Always store in original
 container  Don’t stockpile

 Accepted at King County hazardous waste collection sites

Pesticides and poison, including rat poison, slug poison,
insect killers, fungicides, and herbicides
No professional-grade pesticides and herbicides
All containers must be 5 gallons or less
Total waste limit: 50 gallons per trip
Dispose of empty containers in the garbage. Do not
recycle empty pesticide or fertilizer containers.

www.earth911.com

Always store pesticides in their
original containers, complete with

labels that list ingredients,
directions for use, and first aid

steps in case of accidental
poisoning.

The best way to dispose of
small amounts of excess

pesticides is to use them—
apply them—according to the

directions on the label.

Earth911.com is the largest
recycling database in the nation.
Helps people find local end-of-

use options. 

Use  all of the pesticide 

HOW TO SAFELY DISPOSE OF PESTICIDES.            

Don’t stockpile. Reduce
storage needs by buying only
the amount of pesticide that

you will need in the near
future or during the current

season when the pest is
active.

Visit: EPA.gov/pesticides


